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5KA 9/1/61 
A.L.P. BROADCAST PRESENTED BY DON DUNSTAN 
MEMBER FOR NORWOOD 
Good Evening, 
The current c r i s i s in Laos and the a c t i v i t i e s of the U.S.A. 
both before and during the c r i s i s a f f o r d a good i l l u s t r a t i o n 
of the fore ign pol icy of the Labor par ty as s t a t ed by i t s 
Federal conferences i n recent years . At the 21st conference 
in Hobart the A.L.P. s a i d : -
Read paras. 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , page 81. 
At the 22nd Conference i n Brisbane i t sa id a f t e r r e -a f f i rming 
what I have j u s t read, "paragraph 6 page 53." 
The whole point i s t h i s ; the peoples of Asia f o r the 
most par t a re but l i t t l e i n t e re s t ed i n the ideologica l c o n f l i c t 
between communism and capi ta l i sm. They a r e In te res ted i n having 
an e f f e c t i v e say in t h e i r own f u t u r e , i n ending exp lo i t a t ion 
not only by fore igners but by t h e i r own r eac t i ona r i e s , i n 
improving l i v ing standards and education. 
Therefore, i f we do not want the c o n f l i c t s which develop 
within Asian countr ies to bene f i t the u l t ima te aims of world 
communism, and i f we want to discharge our own moral ob l iga t ion 
to developing Asian count r ies , we must be ex t rao rd ina r i ly 
ca re fu l about whomt we support and a s s i s t Within those coun t r i e s . 
This i s not only a counsel we should heed ourselves , but one 
which we should urge upon our a l l i e s . 
For i f we or our a l l i e s see f i t to lend ass i s tance t o 
reac t ionary and/or corrupt and/or ant i -democrat ic fo rces wi thin 
an Asian country merely because these fo rces a re anti-Communist 
i t w i l l almost ce r t a in ly be the best way one not of f i g h t i n g but 
of a s s i s t i n g Communists. I f we our a l l i e s become associa ted 
in the minds of Asians with the forces of r eac t ion , corrupt ion 
' o r repress ion , then Asian peoples who a r e not Communists and 
should be our frieads w i l l be l i k e l y to tu rn t o Communism as the 
only f e a s i b l e a l t e r n a t i v e t o the forces which we would be 
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support ing and whom* these people would a f t e n regard as more 
e v i l than t h e Communists. 
How t h i s can happen the Labor Pa r ty i l l u s t r a t e d i n the 
d e c l a r a t i o n s I have r ead . 
Now l e t us look a t the s i t u a t i o n i n Laos. The p resen t 
Government i n Laos i s a r ebe l Government supported by t he U.S.A. 
There cannot be the s l i g h t e s t doubt t h a t t h e previous government 
headed by Pr ince Souvanna Phouma and which designed to br ing a 
n e u t r a l i s t peace t o Laos was not only d i s l i k e d by the U.S.A., 
but t h a t the U.S.A. gave ma te r i a l support t o i t s opponents, 
t h e p resen t Government which came to power by a coup d ' e t a t . 
There cannot be any doubt e i t h e r t h a t the p resen t Government 
r e p r e s e n t s a r i g h t wing poin t of view. 
The r e p o r t s which have come from Laos of Vletminh and 
Chinese i n t e r v e n t i o n have been widely c a l l e d in ques t ion , and 
i t i s as we l l f o r us t h a t t h i s a t tempt by t h e Laot ian Government 
to embroil t h e SEATO powers i n what could become a world war 
has f a i l e d . But t h e danger i n t h e s i t u a t i o n not only comes from 
Laot ian p r e v a r i c a t i o n and the U.S. s a b r e - r a t t l i n g . We as an a l l y 
of t he U.S.A. and a member of S.E.A.TO. a r e becoming i d e n t i f i e d 
with a f o r c e i n Laos with which no democrat could be sat isf ied 
and which i s l i k e l y on what in format ion i s a v a i l a b l e t o us only 
t o s t rengthen the f o r c e s adhering t o the pro-Communist Pa the t Lao 
and to a l i e n a t e from the SEATO powers those non-Communist groups 
i nc l i ned t o support Pr ince Souvanna Phouma. 
I n o ther words i n t he name and f o r the avowed purpose of 
f i g h t i n g Communism our a l l i e s may wel l have thrown i n t o t h e 
arms of pro^Communist f o r c e s those people on whom we might have 
r e l i e d f o r a nonSCommunist se t t l ement of the t r o u b l e s i n L a o s . 
The gay pronounciamentos of Mr. Menzies on t h i s sub jec t a r e 
as l i t t l e h e l p f u l t o A u s t r a l i a ' s cause i n world a f f a i r s as were 
bumbledon 
h i s previous excurs ions i n t o karndtkBiSDCK - h i s a b o r t i v e at tempt 
t o overawe General Nasser and h i s hopeless f l o p of a speech 
r ecen t l y b e f o r e t he United Nat ions . 
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What a tragedy i t i s t h a t Austral ia*s fo re ign pol icy 
today seems to be en t i r e ly bound up with Mr. Menzies' senee 
of h i s own t h e a t r i c a l i t y , and with h i s f a i l u r e t o r e a l i s e t ha t 
on the world s tage h i s kind of performance i s constant ly 
adjudged tha t of a ham. 
Goodnight. 
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